
THE SOWER

Atop the 400 foot tower of the Nebraska State Capitol stands a figure casting 

the seeds of life to the winds....the Sower.  The statue of the Sower, modeled 

after the traditional method of hand sowing grain for planting, is a symbol of 

the importance of Agriculture to the development of civilization.  Agriculture 

is the foundation upon which Nebraskans have built a noble life.

The monumental sculpture, with its 12 and 1/2 foot pedestal of shocks of 

wheat and corn and 19  1/2 foot tall figure, was created by New York 

sculptor, Lee Lawrie.   Lawrie represents  this timeless symbol of Agriculture 

as a barefoot man, shirt sleeves and pant legs rolled up as he works, wearing 

a sun hood.  The 3/8 inch thick bronze sculpture is reinforced by an interior 

steel framework and weighs nearly 9  1/2 tons.


